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Response to the Teacher’s Questions on Grey Literature
Questions: "Lanina, I enjoyed the summaries that you provided in your post this week. Let me ask you this question about organization websites…. When you are looking at the web site of an organization or a non-profit… Do some of these sites also have their own peer reviewed journals? What is the value for these organizations in having their own peer reviewed materials? Also, when an organization does not have their own peer reviewed journal… How can we measure the validity of the content provided on their site?"

Response to the Teacher’s Questions
No. Most of them do not have their own peer-reviewed journals. Instead, they have panels of experts that scrutinize every piece relevant to the before they can be published on their websites.  Therefore, the information the publish on their websites can be seen as valid because before they are published on their websites, they are checked for credibility of arguments in comparison to the reality in society. These organizations are made up of people and when you look at them, you find that most of them are operating at a global level. This means that they are bringing together experts in their fields including academic experts who can scrutinize the information before it is published on their websites. Furthermore, the information is valid because these people have first hand information regarding issues within their areas of interest. And therefore, they know it better than any one doing research about them. Therefore, we can measure validly of the content on their websites by looking at what they constitute and what they deal with against what is published. An organization made up band run by women business experts can be well informed in terms of the issues they face and therefore, whatever they publish on their site is based on real time experiences that they themselves have had in their entrepreneurship endeavours. Therefore, buy having their own data base of credible information, they can use it to inform their activities and come up with programs that improve their endeavours and help others.
